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CURRICULUM  VITAE 
 

Robin Ian MacDonald Dunbar 
 

Date of Birth  28 June 1947  

Nationality  British  

 

Education 1966-69 Magdalen College, Oxford University 

 1970-73 Psychology Department, Bristol University 

 

Degrees 1969 B.A. (Oxford):  Psychology & Philosophy 

 1973 Ph.D. (Bristol): Psychology (Thesis: "Social Dynamics of Gelada Baboons”) 

 2007 M.A. (Oxford University) 

 

Posts 2012- Professor of Evolutionary Psychology, University of Oxford 

 2010- Research Associate, Centre for Experimental Social Science, Nuffield College 

 2007-12 Professor of Evolutionary Anthropology, University of Oxford 

 2007- Fellow,  Magdalen College 

 2007- Honorary Senior Research Fellow, School of Archaeology, Classics & 
Egyptology, University of Liverpool 

 2003-10 Co-Director: British Academy Centenary Project (“Lucy to Language: The 
Archaeology of the Social Brain”) 

 2003-07 British Academy Research Professor, School of Biological Sciences, 
University of Liverpool 

 1997-07 Professor of Evolutionary Biology & Psychology: School of Biological 
Sciences, University of Liverpool 

 1994-97 Professor of Psychology: Psychology Department, University of Liverpool 

 1992-94 Professor of Anthropology: University College London 

 1990-92 Reader:   Anthropology Dept, University College London 

 1987-90 Lecturer:  Anthropology Dept, University College London 

 1985-87 University Research Fellow: Zoology Dept, Liverpool University 

 1983-85 Research Associate, S/Dept of Animal Behaviour, Cambridge University 

 1983 Asst. Professor (`docent’): Zoological Institute, Stockholm University, Sweden 

 1977-82 SERC Advanced Research Fellow:  Research Centre, King's College, 
Cambridge & Sub-Dept of Animal Behaviour, University of Cambridge 

 1974-77 Postdoctoral Research Associate: Psychology Dept, Bristol University 

 

Membership of 
Professional 
Societies 

 British Academy (Fellow: elected 1998; chair, Psychology section, 2003-2007) 

Royal Anthropological Institute (Fellow) (Council member: 1989-92 and 
2001-present; elected vice-President 2005-present) 

Association for Psychological Science (USA) (Fellow: elected 2010)  

Association for Study of Animal Behaviour (Council member: 1990-92; grants 
committee: 1991-92; journal editor: 1994, 1995) 

International Behavioural Ecology Society 

Human Behaviour & Evolution Society 

Galton Institute (Fellow;  Council member: 1990-93, 2010-present) 

Primate Society of Great Britain  (Council member: 1976-79, 1986-90, 2009-
present; President: 1988-93; Chair, Conservation working Party: 1978-1982) 

British Association for the Advancement of Science 
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National and 
International 
Committees 

1997-04    Home Office Animal Procedures Committee (1998-2004  chair: Primate Sub-
Committee) 

2000-01 Scientific Advisory Committee, Fondacion J-M.Delwart (Belgian Academy of  
Sciences) 

2000- Isle of Rum Ecological Management Committee, Scottish Natural Heritage 

2001-05 Chair, Management Committee, AHRC Research Centre for  

Evolutionary Analysis of Culture, University College London 

2001 Special Biological Anthropology adviser, Anthropology Panel, RAE 2001 

2001 External advisor on Chair in Anthropology, University of Göttingen, 
Germany 

2005 External Mock RAE assessor, Department of Anthropology, University of 
Durham 

2005 EU EUROCORES grants committee, Brussels 

2008 Special adviser on evolutionary psychology, Psychology Panel, RAE 2008 

2007- Scientific Advisory Committee, Courant Centre, University of Göttingen,  

Germany 

2010 Review Panel, Economic and Social Science Research Council (ESRC) 

 

Listed in  Who’s Who 

 Who’s Who in the World 

 Madison’s Who’s Who of Executives & Professionals 

 Marquis Who’s Who 

 Marquis Who’s Who in Science & Engineering 

 Dictionary of International Biography 

 DeBrett’s People of Today 

 

Awards/Honours  1971-72   Visiting scholar: Institute of  Ethiopian Studies, University of Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 

 1974-75   Visiting scholar: Institute of  Ethiopian Studies, University of Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 

 1979 Visiting scholar: Primate Research Institute, Kyoto University, Japan 

 1986 Distinguished Visiting Scholar: Psychology Dept, St Andrews University 

 1994-96  Honorary Visiting Professor, Anthropology Dept, University College 
London 

 1994  Osman Hill Medal, Primate Society  

 1994 Monro Lecture, Depts of Social Anthropology & Archaeology, Edinburgh 
University 

 1998 Dr van Hofsten Memorial Lecture, Uppsala University (Sweden) 

 1998 Elected Fellow of the British Academy 

 2003-06 Awarded British Academy Research Professorship 

 2005 Galton Lecture 2005, Galton Society 

 2007 6th British Academy/British Psychological Society Annual Psychology 
Lecture 

 2009  Stirling Lecture, Dept of Social Anthropology, University of Kent 

 2009  Monro Lecture, Depts of Social Anthropology & Archaeology, Edinburgh 
University 

 2010  Elected Fellow of Association of Psychological Science (USA) 

 2010  STIAS Fellowship, University of Stellenbosch, S. Africa 

 2012  Awarded European Research Council Advanced grant 
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Recent Research 
Grants 

1995-05 ESRC programme grant: Research Centre in Economic Learning & Social 
Evolution (with Binmore & Plotkin, UCL) [~£5 million] 

 1995-96 Royal Society NATO Exchange fellowship awarded to Dr Bereczkei 
(University of Pecs) to spend the year at Liverpool 

 1997-78 Royal Society NATO Exchange fellowship awarded to Dr B.Pawlowski 
(University of Wroclaw, Poland) to spend a year at Liverpool 

 1997 Unilever Research Laboratories project grant 

 1997 University of Liverpool Research Development Fund 

 1998 Hewlett Packard Research project grant 

 1999 Unilever Research Laboratories project grant  

 2001 University of Liverpool Research Development Fund 

 2003-07 British Academy Research Professorship [£109K] 

 2003-07 Leverhulme Trust project grant (collaboration with Durham and Kent 
Universities) [£217K] 

 2003-10 British Academy Centenary Project (collaboration with University of 
Southampton): “Lucy to Language: the Archaeology of the Social Brain” 
[£1.1 million] 

 2006-10 EPSRC/ESRC (£560K) “Developing theory for evolving socio-cognitive 
Systems” [collaboration with Manchester and Sheffield Hallam Universities] 

 2006 British Academy (£10K) [Managing violence in Icelandic Viking society;                                             

collaboration with Dr A.Wallette, Lund Univ, Sweden] 

 2007 British Academy conference grant (£13K) for conference “Social Brain,                                      

Distributed Minds”, London 

 2008-10 EU/FP6 NEST-PATHFINDER programme [EX-REL project: “Explaining 
Religion”]; collaboration with Belfast, Brunel, Aarhus, Zurich, Sophia 

 2008-11 EU/FP7 “Pervasive Adaptation” programme [SOCIALNETS project: 
“Social Networking for Pervasive Adaptation [in computer networks] ]; 
collaboration with Cardiff, Cambridge, Nice, Athens, Rome, Aveiro 

 2009 ESRC seminar grant “Darwin’s Medicine: Evolutionary Psychology and its 
Applications” [six 1-day workshops held at Universities of Oxford, 
Edinburgh, Kent and Brunel, University College London, and London 
Business School] 

 2009-12 EU-FP7 ICT programme [ICTe-Collective: “Harnessing ICT-Enabled 
Collective Social Behaviour”]: collaboration with Helsinki, Budapest, 
Warsaw, Rome, Vienna 

 2010 EPSRC Knowledge Transfer Scheme grant (collaboration with 
O2/Telefonica] 

 2012 Fell Fund (University of Oxford) grant [“Theory of mind: Pilot studies in 
Greek and Shakesperian tragedy”] 

 2012-17 ERC Advanced grant [“Psychology of relationships, networks and 
community cohesion”] 
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Editorships  Journal of Human Evolution (Associate Editor: 1989-1991, and 1993-97) 

  Animal Behaviour (European Co-editor: 1994, 1995) 

  Frontiers of Evolutionary Neuroscience (advisory editor: 2008-current) 

   

Advisory Editorial 
Boards 
(ie. those where 
board members 
make decisions on 
papers) 

 Proceedings of the Royal Society, London (B Series) (2001-2007) 

 Biology Letters [Royal society, London] (2010-present) 

 Human Nature (1998- current) 

 Primates (1990-current) 

 Journal of Evolutionary Psychology (2003-current) 

 Int. Journal of Primatology (2003-current) 

 Journal of Ethology (1999-2001) 

 Animal Behaviour (1983, 1991-93) 

 

Invited/Plenary 
Conference 
Lectures  
(since 2000) 

2000 CNRS interdisciplinary seminars in social science (Paris) 

2000 British Academy and Novartis Foundation meeting, “Evolution of Human 
Societies” (London) 

2000 Swedish Govt. conference on “e-risk: the social impact of IT”, Stockholm. 

 2000 Discussant: workshops on “The brain and education”, Royal Institution, 
London. 

 2000 LASA conference on “Use of primates in toxicology research”, London 

 2000 European Science Fdn & Primate Society workshop and meeting: "New 
developments in primatology", London 

 2000 Institute of Cognitive Neuroscience workshop “What makes humans 
special?”, London 

 2000 ASAB Easter conference, Chester. 

 2001 Plenary lecture: Human Behaviour & Evolution Society conference, London 

 2001 Distinguished visitor, workshop series on evolutionary psychology, Institute 
of Advanced Studies, University of Western Australia, Perth 

 2001 Public lecture: Institute of Advanced Studies, University of Western 
Australia, Perth 

 2001 The Graduate School, SUNY, Stonybrook, USA 

 2001 Konrad Lorenz Institute (Vienna) workshop on “Evolution of 
Communication” 

 2002 Royal College of Physicians: “Science of morality”, London 

 2002 Museum of Archaeology: “Human evolution”, Madrid 

 2002 Open University Psychology Society: “Evolutionary psychology”, 
Nottingham 

 2002 British Academy + Novartis Foundation: “Conceptual knowledge”, London 

 2002 Public lecture: Max-Planck-Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig 

 2002 Hungarian Academy of Sciences: “Future of mobile technology”, Budapest 

 2002 Heads of University Biology Schools: “How to attract better students into 
biology”, Birmingham 

 2003 British Psychological Society symposium, Bournemouth 

 2003 Institute of Cultural Research: “Religion and belief systems”, London 

 2003 Hungarian Academy of Sciences Small Group Meeting: “Evolution and 
cognition”, Budapest 

 2003 Wickler Festschrift Symposium: “Investigating ecological intelligence”, 
Munich 

 2003 Instituto Superior de Psicologia Aplicada: “Evolutionary Psychology”, Lisbon 

 2003 Stichting Praemium Erasmianum: “Social life of early humans”, Amsterdam 
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 2003 British Society for Population Demography annual symposium, Bristol 

 2003 Millenium Lecture, Department of Chemistry, University of Bath 

 2004 International Primatological Society congress, Turin, Italy 

 2004 Wenner-Gren Foundation workshop: “Fission-fusion social systems”, 
Tuscany, Italy  

 2004 ASAB summer conference, Lancaster 

 2005 Festschrift for Henry Plotkin, Psychology Dept, University College London 

 2005 10th FinBioNet Symposium, Finland. 

 2005 Portuguese Primatological Association symposium, Lisbon. 

 2005 Oxford University Institute of Social Anthropology Centenary symposium. 

 2005 AHRC Centre for Evolutionary Analysis of Cultural Behaviour conference: 
“Pattern and Process in Cultural Evolution”, University College London 

 2005 Liverpool University Complexity Science International Colloquium, 
Liverpool 

 2005 McDonald Institute of Archaeology, University of Cambridge, conference: 
“The Human Revolution Revisited”, Cambridge 

 2005 Galton Institute symposium: “Genetic and Environmental Influences on 
Human Ability”, London 

 2005 Royal Anthropological Institute workshop: “Kinship”, Univ of Wales Study 
Centre, Gregynog 

 2006 9th Sydney Social Psychology Symposium, Sydney, Australia 

 2006  British Academy colloquium: “Evolution of Religion”, London 

 2006  Official opening, Leverhulme Centre for Human Evolutionary Studies, 
Cambridge University 

 2006 Official opening, new Anthropology building, University College London 

 2006 ESRC seminar workshop on cultural evolution, University of Edinburgh 

 2006  Royal Society + Novartis Foundation discussion meeting on “Social 
Intelligence”, London 

 2006  University of Stellenbosch and NIH, Netherlands, conference “Cradle of 
Language”, Stellenbosch, S. Africa 

 2006  Primate Society conference, Durham 

 2007 Primate Society 40th Anniversary conference, London 

 2007 Institute of Advanced Studies, University of Durham, public lecture series 

 2007 British Academy/British Psychological Society 6th Annual Psychology 
Lecture, London 

 2007 Wellcome Trust “Evolution of Cognition” symposium, Hinxton (Cambridge) 

 2007 Coldspring Harbour Lab/MRC workshop “Evolution of the Brain”, Oxford 

 2007 European Human Behaviour & Evolution Society conference, London 

 2007 6th Goettingen Freilandtage, Goettingen 

 2008 Association for Science Education annual conference, Liverpool 

 2008 British NeuroPsychiatry Association annual conference, London 

 2008  International Primatological Society congress, Edinburgh 

 2008 44th Nobel Symposium, Gustavus Adolphus College, St Peter, Minnesota, 
USA 

 2008 Primate Society of Gt Britain 30th anniversary symposium, London 

 2009 Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome, conference on ‘Evolution and 
Theology’ 

 2009 ESRC seminar series on ‘Darwin’s Medicine: Evolutionary Psychology and 
its Applications’, Oxford 

 2009 WildCRU workshop on “Felids and Primates”, Oxford University 

 2009 Primate Society of Gt Britain symposium, Bournemouth 

 2009 Stiftung für Verantwortung, Otzenhausen (Germany), conference 
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 2009 Robert Schuman Institute workshop on ‘Darwin and the Political Sciences’ 
(European University Institute, Florence) 

 2009 Official opening: Nuffield College Centre for Experimental Social Sciences 

 2009 CRASHH symposium on ‘Darwinism and the Social Sciences’, Cambridge  

 2009 Netherlands Royal Academy Darwin Bicentennial Symposium 

 2009 Keynote lecture: Netherlands ZWO symposium on “Evolution and 
Behaviour”, Amsterdam 

 2009 Utrecht University Symposium on “Evolutionary Psychology” 

 2009 Darwin’s Birthday Lecture: Natural History Museum, London 

 2010 Lunchtime Lecture: Royal Society of Arts, London 

 2010 Nobel symposium for 200th Anniversary of Karolinska Institute, Stockholm 

 2010 Keynote lecture: Social Sciences Research Day, Radbout University, 
Nijmegen, Holland, 

 2010 “Obesity: The Welfare Regime”, Oxford University 

 2010 20th anniversary lecture, Centre for Philosophy of Sciences, London School of 
Economics 

 2010 “Science and Religious Conflict”, James Martin School, Oxford University 

 2010 “Think Digital” conference, Digitas Health, London 

 2010 “Operational Adaptation” (US Office of Naval Research), Edinburgh  

 2010 Keynote lecture: Aalto University and Nokia Research “Social Networks from 
Science to Technology” conference, Helsinki, Finland 

 2010 Plenary lecture: 20th anniversary PsyPAG Conference, Sheffield 

 2010 Royal Society (London) workshop on “Sexual Selection”, Kavli Centre 

 2010 Keynote lecture: British Neuroscience Association, London 

 2010 Medawar Lecture, University College London 

 2010 Keynote lecture: “Work Place” conference, London 

 2011 STIAS workshop on human evolution, Stellenbosch University, S.Africa 

 2011 Social Neuroscience workshop, Cambridge University 

 2011 Plenary lecture: World Congress of Psychiatry, Buenos Aires (Argentina) 

 2012 Keynote lecture: SPERN conference, Stirling, Scotland 

 2012  Plenary lecture; 30th anniversary conference, Institute of Human origins, 
Arizona State University, USA 

 2012 Invited lecture: Trends in Society and Information Technology lecture series, 
University of California, Irvine, USA 

 2012 Plenary lecture: ICWSM-12 conference, Dublin 

 2012 Keynote lecture: Nordic Evolutionary Psychology Association conference, 
Turku 

 2012 Keynote lecture: “The PhD Journey” conference, Aberdeen, Scotland 

 

 

Recent Seminar 
Presentations  
(since 2000) 

2000-01 Dept of Anthropology, SUNY, Stony Brook (USA) 

 Department of Zoology, University of Cambridge 

 Department of Zoology, University of Leicester 

  Department of Philosophy, University of Liverpool 

  S/Dept of Animal Behaviour, University of Cambridge 

  Dept of Psychology, University of Otago, Dunedin (New Zealand) 

   

 2001-02 Max-Planck-Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig  

  Department of Cognitive Neurosciences, Western General Hospital, Edinburgh 

  Department of English, Liverpool University 

  Institute of Advanced Studies, Budapest, Hungary 
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 2002-03 Unilever Research Laboratories, Port Sunlight 

   

 2003-04 Psychology Dept, University of Exeter 

  Linguistics Dept, Birkbeck College, London 

  Psychology Dept, Southampton University 

  Psychology Dept, University of Central Lancashire, Preston 

  Psychology Dept, University of Newcastle 

  Archaeology Dept, Southampton University 

 2004-05 Media Lab, MIT, Cambridge (MA), USA 

  Psychology Dept, University of Stirling 

   

 2005-06 Institute of Cognitive Neuroscience, University College London 

  Psychology Dept, University of Plymouth 

  Max-Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen, Holland 

  School of Biology, University of Wales, and CEH, Bangor 

   

 2006-07 Psychology Dept, University of Kent 

  Psychology Dept, University of Wolverhampton 

  Institute of Advanced Studies, University of Durham 

  Linguistics Society, Cambridge University 

  COGS, University of Sussex 

  Psychology Dept, University of Surrey 

  Revenue & Customs senior managers’ seminar, HM Treasury, London 

  Institute of Social & Cultural Anthropology, University of Oxford 

   

 2007-08 Social Sciences Group, Keble College, Oxford 

  Psychology Department, University of Kent 

  Cambridge University Linguistics Society 

  Psychology Dept, Bristol University 

  Biology Dept, Roehampton University 

  SRC/MRC Research Forum, Magdalen College, Oxford 

  Complex Dynamics seminars, Said Business School, Oxford University 

  Linguistic Circle of Oxford  

  Anthropology Dept, Oxford Brookes University 

  Social Sciences seminar, Nuffield College, Oxford 

  The Reform Club, London 

   

   

 2008-09 Psychology Dept, Edinburgh University 

  Anthropology Dept, Oxford Brookes University 

  Oxford University Biology Society  

  Oxford University Linguistics Society  

  Institute of Social & Cultural Anthropology, Oxford University 

  Social Anthropology Dept, Edinburgh University 

  Psychology Dept, Brunel University 

   

 2009-10 Biology Dept, Cardiff University 

  Archaeology & Anthropology Dept, Bristol University 
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  Regents Park College, Oxford 

  Cambridge University Anthropology Society 

  Oxford University Anthropology Society  

  Zoological Society of London scientific meeting 

   

 2010-11 Psychology Dept, Lincoln University 

  Institute of Cognitive Neuroscience, University College London 

  MRC Brain & Cognition Unit, Cambridge University 

   

 2011-12 English Department, University College Cork, Ireland 

  University of Santiago, Chile 

 

Public Lectures 
(since 2000) 

2001 BAAS British Festival of Science, Glasgow 

2002 Café Scientifique, Nottingham 

 2003 Darwin Day lecture: British Humanist Association, London 

 2003 BAAS British Festival of Science, Salford 

 2004 Café Scientifique, Birmingham 

 2004 Café Scientifique, ICA, London 

 2004 Cheltenham Science Festival 

 2004 Edinburgh Science Festival 

 2004 Edinburgh Book Festival 

 2004 Hay-on-Wye Literary Festival 

 2004 Ways with Words Literary Festival, Dartington 

 2004 Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institute 

 2005 BAAS British Festival of Science, Norwich 

 2005 Café Scientifique, Bangor 

 2006 Oxford International Biomedical Centre meeting “What Makes Us Human?” 

 2006 SciBar Café, Knutsford 

 2006 Merseyside Archaeological Society, Liverpool 

 2006 Solway Arts, Lake District 

 2008 Edinburgh Science Festival 

 2008 Waynflete seminar, Magdalen College, Oxford, 550th celebrations  

 2008 Science Oxford 

 2008 BAAS British Festival of Science, Liverpool 

 2009 Hay-on-Wye U3A 

 2010 Words-by-Water Literary Festival, Keswick 

 2010 Bath Literary Festival 

 2010 Swindon Literary Festival 

 2010 Cheltenham Science Festival 

 2010 SciBar Café, Oxford 

 2010 Ways With Words Literary Festival, Dartington 

 2010 Hay-on-Wye U3A 

 2010 Ten-minute Lectures, University Museum, Oxford University 

 2010 Edinburgh Book Festival 

 2010 BAAS British Festival of Science, Birmingham 

 2010 Oxford Science 

 2010 Guardian/Cambridge University Press debate on gender differences, London 

 2010 Intelligence2  public debate “Must we eat meat?”, London  

 2011 Brighton Science Festival 



                                                                                                  

 
R.I.M. Dunbar 10. 

 2011 Edinburgh Science Festival 

 2011 Café Scientifique, Manchester 

 2011 Hay-on-Wye Book Festival (2 events) 

 2011 “Words by the Water” Book Festival, Cumbria 

 2011 “Ways with Words” literary festival, dartington 

 2011 Veritas Forum debate, Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford 

 2011 Norwich Arts Centre 

 2012 Edinburgh Science Festival 

 2012 Norwich Arts Festival 

 2012 Cheltenham Science Festival 

 2012 York Arts festival 

 

Schools Lectures 1995 Yale College, Wrexham 

 1999 Wotton’s Society, Eton College 

 2000 AQA workshop for A-level psychology teachers 

 2005 AQA workshop for A-level psychology students, Salford University 

 2005 AQA workshop for A-level psychology students, London 

 2010 Regional Psychology Day, Tadcaster Grammar School 

 2010 Regional Psychology Day, Shrewsbury Sixth Form College 

 2011 Café Scientifique, Bicester School 

 2012 Sixth form lecture series: Magdalen College School, Brackley 

 

Research Students 
Supervised 

1988-97 K.Phillips Social networks in rhesus macaques 

1989-94 G.Cowlishaw Predation and feeding competition in baboons 

 1989-95 I.Gilloux Social skills in orang-utans 

 1990-95 L.Barrett Foraging decisions in mangabeys  

 1990-97 B.Greiser Impact of tourism on chimpanzees  

 1990-94 C.Roberts Territorial behaviour in klipspinger antelope  

 1990-94 C.Kenyatta Maternal time budgets of baboons  

 1991-95 S.O'Connell Theory of mind in chimpanzees 

 1992-96 N.Koyama Reconciliation in Japanese macaques  

 1993-98 J.Casperd Reconciliation in chimpanzees 

 1993-97 R.Pastor-Nieto Social behaviour of captive spider monkeys  

 1993-97 D.Williamson A model of chimpanzee socioecology  

 1993-96 D.Nettle Evolution and diversity of languages  

 1993-99 D.Hawkins A test of the baboon time budgets model  

 1993-99 D.Dutton Personality and socio-cognitive skills in chimpanzees  

 1994-98 L.Harste Social behaviour of mouse lemurs 

 1994-99 L.Painter Behavioural ecology of peccaries  

 1994-99 R.Wallace Behavioural ecology of spider monkeys  

 1994-99 V.Adamczak Territorial behaviour of oribi antelope  

 1995-99 R.Hill Behavioural responses to ecological stress in baboons  

 1995-00 D.Lan Behavioural ecology of gibbons  

 1996-00 R.Swarbrick Theory of mind in normal and paranoid individuals  

 1996-01 C.Hunter Foraging decisions of gelada baboons  

 1996-01 M.Strate Vocalisations of gelada baboons 

 1998-02 L.Bellingham Conflict management in Barbary macaques  

 1998-02 J. Shi Foraging decisions of feral goats  

 1999-03 K.Lloyd Mating strategies of male feral goats  
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 1999-02 S.Grainger Teenage motherhood as a reproductive strategy  

 1999-04 L.Hannah-Stewart  Managing social relationships in baboons and chimpanzees 

 2000-03 S.Shultz African raptors as predators of primates  

 2001-04 M. Nelson Evolution of grandmaternal strategies  

 2001-08 R. Espino-Patino  Functional significance of celibacy in human societies 

 2001-06 K.Kaskatis Evolutionary significance of music 

 2002-06 M.Mehu Mate choice strategies in humans 

 2002-07 I.Morais Development of socio-cognitive skills in monkeys  

 2002-06 Y.Russell Social cognition in primates 

 2003-09 M. Lyons Honesty and freeriders in small group interactions 

 2006-10 C.Bettridge Modelling early hominid socio-ecology   

 2008- K.Opie Social evolution in the later hominins 

 2008- I.Behncke Play and social bonding in bonobos 

 2009- E.Pearce Cultural evolution in later hominins 

 2010- N.Oesch Social effects of network structure 

 2010- R.Wlodarski Human mating strategies 

 2010- B.Tarr Evolutionary functions of dance 

 

MPhil Students: 1999-01 P.Plancke Social organisation of tamarin and squirrel monkey groups 

 2005-07 K.Andrews Social networks and grooming in monkeys 
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R.I.M. Dunbar 
 

Publications 
To date, I have published 20 authored or edited books or special journal issues, 
310 articles in scientific journals, 7 technical reports on commercially 
commissioned research, and over some 100 pieces of science journalism and 130 
book reviews. 

 

Academic Books 
1975 Dunbar, R. & Dunbar, P.:  Social Dynamics of Gelada Baboons.  Karger, Basel. 

1982 Bertram, B., Clutton-Brock, T., Dunbar, R., Rubenstein, R. & Wrangham, R. 
(eds): Current Problems in Sociobiology.  Cambridge Univeristy Press. 

1984  Dunbar, R.: Reproductive Decisions: An Economic Analysis of Gelada Baboon 
Social Strategies. Princeton University Press. 

1988 Dunbar, R.: Primate Social Systems.  Chapman & Hall, London [Cornell Univ 
Press in USA] 

1995  Dunbar, R. (ed): Human Reproductive Decisions: Biological and Social Perspectives.  
Macmillan. 

1996  Maynard Smith, J., Runciman, G. & Dunbar, R. (eds): Evolution of Culture and 
Language in Primates and Humans. British Academy Press & Oxford 
University Press. 

1999  Dunbar, R., Knight, C. & Power, C. (eds) The Evolution of Culture. Edinburgh 
University Press. [Arabic translation, 2005] 

2000 Cowlishaw, G. & Dunbar, R.: Primate Conservation Biology. Chicago University 
Press. 

2002  Barrett, L., Dunbar, R. & Lycett, J.: Human Evolutionary Psychology. 
Macmillan/Palgrave and Princeton University Press. [with Czech and 
Japanese translations]. 

2005 Dunbar, R. (guest editor): Darwinism and Literature. Special issue of J. Cult. Evol. 
Psych. Vol.3 (1): 1-108. 

2007 Dunbar, R. & Barrett, L. (eds): Oxford Handbook of Evolutionary Psychology. 
Oxford Univ Press. 

2008  Allen, N.J., Callan, H., Dunbar, R. & James, W. (eds): Early Human Kinship: From 
Sex to Social Reproduction. Blackwell. 

2009  Dunbar, R., Gamble, C. & Gowlett, J. (eds): Social Brain, Distributed Mind. 
Oxford University Press. 

2012 Freeberg, T., Dunbar, R. & Ord, T. (eds). The Social Network and Communicative 
Complexity in Animals. Phil. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. [special issue]. 

 

Popular Science Books 
1986 Dunbar, R.: The World of Nature.  Gallery Books, New York. 

1995 Dunbar, R.: The Trouble With Science.  Faber & Faber, London. 
[Italian, Polish, Turkish, Chinese & Japanese editions] 

1996 Dunbar, R.: Grooming, Gossip and the Evolution of Language. Faber & Faber, 
London. [Dutch, German, Swedish, Japanese, Italian, Spanish and US 
editions] 

1996  Dunbar, R.: The Trouble With Science.  [revised US edition] Harvard University 
Press. 

2000 Dunbar, R. & Barrett, L.: Cousins.  BBC Worldwide. [with French, German and 
US editions] 

2004  Dunbar, R.:  The Human Story. Faber & Faber. [with Portuguese, Italian and 
Chinese editions] 
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2005    Dunbar, R., Barrett, L. & Lycett, J.: Evolutionary Psychology: A Beginner’s Guide. 
OneWorld: Oxford. [with Chinese edition]4  

2010 Dunbar, R.:  How Many Friends Does One Person Need? Dunbar’s Number and 
Other Evolutionary Quirks (Faber, London) [with Italian, Polish, Russian,  
Romanian, Turkish, Arabic, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin, Cantonese, 
Malayan and US editions] 

2012 Dunbar, R.: The Science of Love and Betrayal. (Faber, London) [with Spanish, 
Italian, Dutch and Latvian editions] 

 

Technical Reports 
1990  Dunbar, R.: Report on the PSGB teaching survey. Primate Eye 42: 28-30. 

1998 Dunbar, R. & Dickins, D.: Self-Grooming Behaviour During Showering. Report for 
Unilever Research Laboratories, Port Sunlight; 45 pp. 

 Dickins, D. & Dunbar, R.: Body Regions Visited During Display Showers for 
Advertising. Report for Unilever Research Laboratories, 13 pp. 

 Dunbar, R. & Lycett, J.:  Human Social Networks: A Report on the First JetSend 
Trial. Report for Hewlett Packard Research, 42 pp. 

 Dunbar, R., Dickins, D. & Hill, R.: Showering Behaviour: The Effects of Using 
Bathing Aids. Report for Unilever Laboratories,  Port Sunlight; 41 pp. 

 Dunbar, R., and others :   The Use of Primates Under the Animals (Scientific 
Procedures) Act (1986): Analysis of Current Trends with Particular 
Reference to regulatory Toxicology. Report to the Minister of State on behalf 
of Home Office Animal Procedures Committee. Published by HMSO, 
London. 40 pp. 

2003 Dunbar, R. & Mehu, M.: Patterns of Grooming and Self-Touching in Naturalistic 
Situations. Report for Unilever Research Laboratories, Port Sunlight; 73 pp. 

2012 Dunbar, R.: Speak Up, Speak Out. Report for the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust; 
8 pp. 

 

Scientific Publications 
Manuscripts in press 

 Bettridge, C. & Dunbar, R.: Perceived risk and predation in primates: predicting 
minimum permissible group size. Folia Primat. 

 Bettridge, C. & Dunbar, R.: Modelling the biogeography of fossil baboons. Int. J. 
Primatol. 

 Burnham, D., Bearder, S., Cheyne, S., Dunbar, R., Macdonald, D.: A taste of 
predation past: is nocturnal behaviour in primates explained by the threat of 
predation by cats? Folia Primat. 

 Curry, O., Roberts, S. & Dunbar, R.: Altruism in social networks: evidence for a 
"kinship premium". Brit. J. Psychol.  

 Dunbar, R.: Putting evolution back into the social sciences. Journal of 
Evolutionary Psychology. 

 Dunbar, R.: Reflections on the evolution of the human psyche. In: K.Summers & 
B.Crespi (eds) Cornerstone to Capstone: Richard Alexander on Social Selection and 
the Arts. Oxford Univ. Press. 

 Dunbar, R.: Anthropology and Neo-Darwinism. In: T. Marchand et al. (eds) ASA 
Handbook of Social Anthropology. Sage 

 Dunbar, R.: Social cognition on the internet: testing constraints on social 
network size. Phil. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. 000B: 000-000. 

 Dunbar, R.: On the evolutionary function of song and dance. In: N.Bannan & 
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