2026 Brain and Mental Health Sciences Fellowships
Application Form
Application format and submission instructions
• Please submit your application as a single Word or PDF document. This is to ensure that all applications are presented consistently for review by the selection panel.
• All material for assessment should be included in this single application document. Additional separate attachments may not be included in the panel papers.
• Use minimum 11-point sans serif font and standard margins. If preparing the application outside this Word template, reproduce the headings below and keep the sections in the same order.
• For Sections 1, 2 and 4, applicants may paste material prepared in another format, such as an existing CV, publications list or research proposal.
• If inserting material into this document, please use page breaks so that each section begins on a new page.
• Page and word limits apply to the applicant response only. They do not include the section title/header or any italic guidance notes in this template.
• Please delete any unused placeholder text and guidance notes before submission.
Required order of sections
1. Applicant Information
2. Curriculum Vitae (maximum 2 pages of applicant response only; title and guidance notes excluded)
3. Publications and Research Outputs (maximum 1 page of applicant response only; title and guidance notes excluded)
4. Career Breaks and Research Disruptions (maximum 250 words of applicant response only; title and guidance notes excluded)
5. Summary of Proposed Research (maximum 2 pages of applicant response only, including figures or tables; title and guidance notes excluded)
6. Career Development Statement (maximum 250 words of applicant response only; title and guidance notes excluded)
7. Head of Department support letter (maximum one A4 side; title and guidance notes excluded). 
1. Applicant Information
	Full name
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Oxford departmental affiliation
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Current position/title
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Email address
	Click or tap here to enter text.




2. Curriculum Vitae (maximum 2 pages of applicant response only; title and guidance notes excluded)
Limit note: The page or word limit applies only to the applicant response entered for this section. It does not include this section title/header or any italic guidance notes in the template.
Please paste your CV below. The CV must include any grant income and experience of supervision. Use page breaks as needed, but the applicant response for this section must not exceed 2 pages.
	Paste CV here. Delete this placeholder before submission.




3. Publications and Research Outputs (maximum 1 page of applicant response only; title and guidance notes excluded)
Limit note: The page or word limit applies only to the applicant response entered for this section. It does not include this section title/header or any italic guidance notes in the template.
Please paste your publications list below. Papers in preparation may be included, but the stage of publication should be made clear. Other research outputs may also be included. The applicant response for this section must not exceed 1 page.
	Paste publications and research outputs here. Delete this placeholder before submission.




4. Career Breaks and Research Disruptions (maximum 250 words of applicant response only; title and guidance notes excluded)
Limit note: The page or word limit applies only to the applicant response entered for this section. It does not include this section title/header or any italic guidance notes in the template.
Please provide details, in a clear and concise format, of any periods of part-time working, career breaks, extended sick leave, or maternity, paternity or adoption leave. You may also include the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, for example delays in publishing or submitting key papers, pauses to experiments or research plans, or reduced ability to work due to additional caring responsibilities. There is no need to disclose sensitive personal details; a brief headline explanation such as caring responsibilities is sufficient.
	Type response here. Maximum 250 words. Delete this placeholder before submission.




5. Summary of Proposed Research (maximum 2 pages of applicant response only, including figures or tables; title and guidance notes excluded)
Limit note: The page or word limit applies only to the applicant response entered for this section. It does not include this section title/header or any italic guidance notes in the template.
Please paste or type your research summary below. Include the research programme you intend to pursue, its scientific rationale and significance, key objectives and methods, expected outcomes and impact, and how the fellowship would support development of the research. Figures and tables count within the 2-page applicant response limit.
	Paste or type summary of proposed research here. Delete this placeholder before submission.




6. Career Development Statement (maximum 250 words of applicant response only; title and guidance notes excluded)
Limit note: The page or word limit applies only to the applicant response entered for this section. It does not include this section title/header or any italic guidance notes in the template.
Please explain how this fellowship would support your career development, why protected time and resources are needed at this stage of your career, how the fellowship would help you achieve independence and/or secure future external fellowship funding, and any barriers to career progression that the fellowship would help address.
	Type response here. Maximum 250 words. Delete this placeholder before submission.





7. Head of Department Support Letter
Please include a brief letter of support from your Head of Department within the application document. This should be no longer than one page.
The letter should:
1. Confirm the department's support for the application and the proposed fellowship.
2. Confirm that appropriate space, facilities and infrastructure will be available for the duration of the fellowship.
3. Identify the research group, laboratory or unit within which the applicant will be based, and the named mentor or supervising PI who will support the applicant during the fellowship.
4. Describe the mentoring, supervision and career development support that will be provided.
5. Confirm the department's commitment to supporting the applicant's research programme and longer-term career development.
6. Describe any additional departmental resources or support that will be available to support the applicant's research and longer-term career development.
The Head of Department letter should be included within the single application document and does not count towards the page or word limits for other sections.

